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KERRIN P SHARPE
Waiting on an Island for the Missing Balloonist
breathe the business of
memory from his clothes
build a cairn to 
detain his shadow
with the weta1  
plant harakeke2
phormium tenax
a shield from 
wind fire injury
weave a kete3
to feel close to the sky
your waking a 
kind of landing there 
will be time for feasting
the new net has gone 
fishing you do not need
a map or compass it is 
waiting that does the finding
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1 Weta or wētā – a large insect found in Aotearoa/New Zealand
2 Harakeke – flax/phormium tenax
3 Kete – basket
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